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Total Funds Raised & Sources

Using data from 220 health care institutions with 
fiscal years ending throughout 2008, total funds 
rose 2.9% during FY 2008 to a level of $8.588 
billion. Total funds include cash ($6.184 billion), 
which represented 72.0% of total funds raised; 
and pledges. Included in total cash were sales 
of securities (3.0% of total funds raised) and 
non-monetary gifts (1.1%). Pledges accounted 
for $2.052 billion of total funds raised, most of 
which were secured but not yet paid. Planned 
gifts secured but not yet paid totaled $283 
million, and other assets totaled $120 million.

Productivity

Median funds (cash plus pledges) raised for 
each dollar expended in FY 2008 were $3.51 
for all of the institutions surveyed, virtually 
unchanged from FY 2007. Academic institutions 
continued to be the most productive 
fundraising organizations, with median funds 
per dollar expended of $6.00. Median funds per 
dollar spent were $4.65 for institutions with 
seven or more full-time employees, compared 
to $3.49 for those with only one employee.
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The complete Report on Giving is now available via 
download from the AHP Web site. This AHP Report on 
Giving 2008 Summary Fact Sheet is provided FREE to all 
AHP members. In addition, AHP member organizations 
that completed the survey used to compile this report 
received the complete report FREE via an online download 
that included the self-benchmarking tool. The complete 
report, including the self-benchmarking tool is available for 
purchase (AHP members $100 US, nonmembers $150 US) 
on the AHP Web site at www.ahp.org/publicationandtools/
Pages/AHPReportonGivingUS.aspx. For more information, 
call AHP at 703-532-6243.

The Association for Healthcare Philanthropy (AHP) has published the Annual Report on Giving for 25 years. This 
report is based on data reported by institutions whose financial statements closed at any point during the 
previous calendar year. Thus, this year’s report reflects fundraising activity throughout 2008, regardless of when 
in 2008 the reporting institutions closed their “fiscal year” books. 

Since 2008 was an unusual year, the full report provides analysis of organizations with fiscal years that include 
months past December 2007, when the recession technically began.

The AHP survey was conducted using a link to a Web-based questionnaire that was e-mailed to 2,073 AHP 
members at U.S. institutions. Follow-up reminders were sent to non-respondents, and by the final response 
date in May, a total of 461 usable surveys had been completed for a response rate of 22.2%.

Association Research, Inc. (ARI), an independent survey research company whose clients are exclusively 
nonprofit associations conducted the survey. Maintaining total confidentiality, ARI handled all data collection, 
tabulation, analysis, and reporting. Data are reported as received and without modification or adjustment to 
account for any inconsistencies or variations attributable to responses.
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Canada

Total Funds Raised & Sources

Fundraising by Canadian health care institutions 
fell 12.9% during FY 2008, reflecting the 
economic recession in Canada. Total funds 
(cash and pledges) raised during FY 2008 
fell to $1.068 billion, based on 2008 survey 
respondents (the majority of which closed their 
year in March 2009). Three-quarters of the 
funds raised during FY 2008 were cash, totaling 
$802 million. Secured but not yet paid pledges 
were estimated at $199 million, unchanged 
from FY 2007 and 18.6% of all funds raised. 
Overall, total pledges fell to $266 million and 
represented one-quarter of all funds raised.

Productivity

The productivity of fundraising operations 
was measured in several ways: (1) by type of 
institution; (2) by age of program; (3) by staff 
size; (4) by fundraising expenses; and (5) by 
number of beds (where appropriate).

Fundraising productivity fell from FY 2007 to 
FY 2008. The median value of funds (cash plus 
pledges) raised for each dollar expended for 
all types of health care institutions was $3.79, 
down from $4.91 the previous year. Based on 
staff size, those with 2.1 to 4 full-time people 
generated the most per dollar spent ($4.72), 
followed by those with more than four people 
($4.00). Fundraising organizations with 400 or 
more beds produced the highest return based 
on this measure ($6.06).

The Association for Healthcare Philanthropy (AHP) has published the Annual Report on Giving for Canada for 25 
years. This year’s report covers fiscal year 2008, including data from institutions whose financial statements closed 
during 2008 and 2009. The purpose of this research is to track funds raised and fundraising sources in the dynamic 
health care environment, and to quantify a variety of useful and relevant programmatic factors.

A link to a Web-based questionnaire was e-mailed to 314 Canadian institutions to collect data for the report. 
Follow-up reminders were sent to non-respondents, and by the final response date in June, 62 usable surveys had 
been completed—a 19.7% response rate.

Estimate of Total Funds Raised for All  
Fundraising Institutions in FY 2008 (Canada)
Cash FY 2008 Estimate 

(millions)

Cash $722

Value of securities sold during year $37 

Value of non-monetary gifts sold $43

Total cash $802

Pledges

Secured but not yet paid $199

Planned gifts secured but not paid $60

Other assets received $7

Total pledges $266

Total funds raised $1,068
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The complete Report on Giving is now available via 
download from the AHP Web site. This AHP Report on 
Giving 2008 Summary Fact Sheet is provided FREE to all 
AHP members. In addition, AHP member organizations that 
completed the survey used to compile this report received 
the complete report FREE via an online download included 
the self-benchmarking tool. The complete report including, 
the self-benchmarking tool, is available for purchase (AHP 
members $100 US, nonmembers $150 US) on the AHP 
Web site at www.ahp.org/publicationandtools/Pages/
AHPReportonGivingCanada.aspx. For more information, 
call AHP at 703-532-6243.


